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Rhode Island KIDS COUNT coordinates the RIght 
from the Start Campaign, a state policy coalition led by eight organizations to 
advance state policies and budget priorities that will help families with young 
children.   

Both Rhode Island KIDS COUNT and the RIght from the Start Campaign 
strongly support Senator DiMario'sChild Care for Child Care Educators 
bill, S-377, which would help to address the staffing crisis in child care 
and early learning programs by implementing a strategy developed in 
Kentucky to offer staff of licensed child care programs categorical eligibility 
to the RI Child Care Assistance Program, regardless of family income and 
with no copayments. This bill would also remove the statutory requirement 
for any applicant or participant in the RI Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP) to establish paternity or parentage and to pursue child support 
enforcement as an eligibility requirement for the program (which is also 
proposed in Rep. Diaz’s Child Care is Essential Act, H-5193)

The strategy Kentucky adopted to cover the cost of child care for child 
care staff has also been recommended by the federal government and 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children to help 
address the staffing crises in child care and early learning programs. 

A 2019 survey of staff in licensed child care and early learning 
programs in Rhode Island found that 21% of infant/toddler teachers 
and 24% of preschool teachers receive a child care subsidy (CCAP) 
already. We do not have data on how many teachers have young children 
so we are not sure how many more would be added to CCAP when 
restrictions about family income are lifted.   

Covering copayments for even the existing subsidies, would help child care 
programs who often waive the copayments for their families as a recruitment 
and retention strategy even though it reduces revenue to their program that 
affects the quality and availability of care for all children.    

Enabling staff with higher family incomes to qualify for CCAP would also 
help child care programs as they often try to offer a discount on tuition or 
sometimes even waive tuition to attract and retain qualified teachers which, 
again, reduces revenue to the program that is needed to cover operating 
costs and offer competitive wages to staff. 

Removing the statutory requirement for child support cooperation is 
important for the teachers and also for the entire population of moms (and 
dads) who are currently or may be eligible for the RI Child Care Assistance 
Program. Most states do not have this requirement in place and national 
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experts strongly recommend that states that have this requirement in place 
remove it, stating “There is no evidence to suggest that child support 
enforcement in child care subsidy processes improves compliance or 
helps families gain access to additional funds to improve their financial 
security and therefore does not justify this increased burden on families or 
staff in already strained systems. Instead, the imposed sanctions often 
discourage families from accessing resources and can result in infants 
and toddlers lacking access to quality child care programs with responsive 
caregivers, continuity of care, and an environment that is safe for young 
children to explore and learn.” 

Compliance often involves many “hoops” for family members to jump 
through, including establishing parentage (often through genetic testing), 
identifying, and locating noncustodial parents, and providing private and 
often sensitive information. This may require that parents attend court 
appointments and participate in multiple legal proceedings, which can 
take place over many years. Some family structures mean that one child 
may be impacted while others in the family are not, further complicating 
access to child care and economic security for the entire family. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony and for Senator 
DiMario's leadership on this issue. We believe that if Kentucky can provide 
categorical eligibility to Child Care Assistance for all child care staff, and if 
most states do not mandate child support participation to access a child care 
subsidy, then Rhode Island can do it too!     
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